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Introduction
The following texts are transcriptions of interviews from people
who give a variety of personal perspectives on the Cold War. These
are mainly from those serving professionally with RAF, USAFE, Civil
Defence or the Intelligence services; but also included are the
insights of a teenager growing up on a base, an artist who lived on
the Soviet side of the Iron Curtain and the memories of people who
protested at Molesworth.
The memories begin in the '60s and cover the height of the Cold War in
the '80s. The contributors all have a connection to Cambridgeshire,
highlighting the importance of this period of history for the
region.
Today the activities have changed, USAFE U2 spy planes no longer
fly from Alconbury and the RAF Nimrods no longer fly from Wyton,
however cyber-espionage continues apace at undisclosed locations.
The physical landscape is changing too with RAF Molesworth,
Alconbury and Upwood all facing closure and re-purposing to
housing development, but the memories stay with those who lived
through a unique historical era.
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My Cold War Memories
Alan Robson
I joined the RAF in 1959 and subsequently went on a Russian course
and spoke Russian. At the end of the course I was posted to RAF Gatow
in West Berlin. At the time Gatow was in the South West corner of
Berlin which at the time was divided into four sectors. The South
West Sector was the British Sector and the Americans, French and
Russians were in the other sectors. The Russians of course were in
the East, which is where the wall came up eventually in 1962 between
the two halves of the town. East Germany was cordoned off from west
Germany along the Elba River with another wall and wire. I spent my
time there working in Berlin.
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1964: The Border

1967:
The Berlin Wall

7

8

We were nosey really. We spoke German and Russian and we were able to
hear transmissions in Berlin and we used them to our advantage.
I spent ten years in Berlin. At the end of that time I was posted to
RAF Wyton and did the same job as part of a team flying a 51 Squadron
Nimrod aircraft, the R1 version.. We used to fly to various places
abroad, over Germany, the Scotland area... I really don’t want to go
into any more detail than that.
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I left the RAF in 1983 and I went to work in Düsseldorf for an
organisation called The British Frontier Service. It was Customs
and Immigration for the army and service personnel and liaison for
German Customs. We also worked along the border between East and
West Germany and one of our jobs was to show army personnel what
along the border where any likely points of entry for intruders
- Russian tanks - would be. We found out after that they probably
weren’t as well equip as we thought they were at the time.
It didn’t feel as if we were in any danger when we were in Berlin
although we were surrounded by Russians.
When the wall came down I was a civilian working in England. I was
disappointed that I left before they brought the wall down.
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1988:
The Border
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The UK projected map of Soviet targets for the British
Isle in a Soviet first strike.
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My Cold War Memories
Anne Robson

I married Alan in 1965 - Alan was already in the air force - within a
year of being married he was posted out to Berlin and I went to join
him as a wife. In forces life you were always known as wife of.... and
your children were known as son of... or daughter of... and the rank and
everything is of the husband.
It was scary to begin with. Alan picked me up and we had to go through
all the Russian check points and it was the first time in my life I had
ever seen anyone with a gun. You had to have paperwork to go through a BTD - the Russians would check it all out and allow you to pass. The
border between the East and West and then Berlin was 100 miles, so you
had to drive 100 miles down the corridor until you got to the check
point at the other side. You were timed to make sure you didn’t take any
detours. It was scary the fist time. After that it was easier .
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BTD document
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When you got to RAF Gatow it was like living in a normal little city.
We had our own NAAFI which sold English food, and a place called
FRIS - Family Ratio Issue Stores. Because Berlin is 100 miles inside
the Iron Curtain, and because of all the military there and of what
happened during the airlift when they blockaded everything, Berlin
always had to have a certain amount of food in there to feed the
military. Of course food has a shelf life, and when its shelf life
was ending, families were allowed to buy it cheaply. So I could buy
rump steak and other things I would never be able to afford to buy in
England. We also had a NAAFI on every camp - and the big NAAFI which
sold electronics. We could go to the American equivalent - the PX and
the French equivalent - the Economat - and we could buy American food
and goods and French bread - we first tried snails and frogs legs and
hamburgers there - in 1966 I’d never seen these big hamburgers.
To go to the German shops you had to learn a bit of the language, there
were German lesson on the camp. Most us wives learnt a bit of German
so we could go shopping.
Once when I was in the British Military hospital, Hess was there too. I
didn’t realise that until after, of course.
I had my son and daughter there, too.
We never really felt a
threat. You heard the
planes going through
the sound barrier.
And you could feel it
through your feet they
were that loud. And
we could see the wall,
and see the guards and
hear the sirens. But
you’re young. You don’t
have fear and you don’t
Brandenburg Gate
see what can happen.
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When you went to visit the wall you could see crosses and flowers
all the way along where people had tried to escape. Like they do now
trying to cross the channel - hiding in lorries, hot air balloons,
tunnels.
On RAF Gatow we used to take the children to the edge of the camp to
play and pitch tents to give the children a little holiday. We had
a paddling pool. We were on the edge of the fence and a little old
German lady the other side of the fence used to stick her hose pipe
through the e fence to fill up the pool with water. She used to tell
us ‘don’t let your children play over there because there’s a lot
of dead bodies buried over there, from the war’ they ere still very
conscious of the war. They were all pleased we were there and that
they were on the right side of the wall.
As the wives we were aloowed to go to the other side of the wall. We
would go on a tour and go shopping we were always told don’t buy
food because its scarce. Buy good because that would give them a bit
of profit but don’t buy food.
When I heard the wall came down we were delighted. I was in England
then. All these people
who could only wave
to each other could
now be reunited.
Ordinary people are
lovely and never
want any of this
conflict going on
in the world. Its all
down the fault of
politicians. If they Anne at The Wall in 1990
let the ordinary people speak to each other things would get sorted
out much better and quicker.
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MY COLD WAR MEMORIES
Philip Smith age 57
Lived at RAF Brampton, where his father was Group Captain 1974 - 1977
Growing up during the Cold War as a
young person, it bacame the norm and
manifested itself in a background
fear and nightmares of a nuclear
holocaust. And there were people
not that far from me that could
press that button. There was this
background fear. Being on a base
you were more conscious of it,
but possibly we also felt safer
because we were on the base. The
expression Reds Under The Bed was
used a lot - I remember taking that very literally and looking under
my bed a lot.
I loved exploring around the base, going outside the boundaries there were ways out of RAF Brampton as a cyclist or pedestrian.
To the south there was agricultural land and to the north there was
Huntingdon itself. There were some quite rough estates and, as a
teenager away at school, I saw a way of British life that I hadn’t seen
before. I had been living abroad before that. I was very concisions
of the difference - there were a few punch up between some of the kids
from the estate and some of the posh kids from the base, although of
course not all of the kids on the base were posh.
I remember the base was very segregated environment , with even
separate playground for children of commissioned officers and
children on non-commissioned RAF personnel. The playgrounds for
the non-commissioned children - although more interesting to me they were a bit more decrepit than the playgrounds for the Officers
children.
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There was this awful incident
in 1977, where there was a
plane from - I think - RAF
Wyton - which actually
crashed into one of the
housing estates and that
created bad feeling in the
community. So there was this
big divide really between
RAF Brampton - within RAF
Brampton with JARIC [the
Joint Air Reconnaisance
Intelligence Centre], and
beyond RAF Brampton with this
civilian world which was very
mixed. Yes, it was John Major’s
constituency with some quite
smart housing but also there
big estates, and they were a
real eye opener for us - as
officer’s kids - who went out
there on our bikes to explore
the surrounding country side.
We also used to go to folk
clubs in nearby villages like
Buckden. And occasionally
we would hitch-hike to
Cambridge, where we would
go to a record store in the
market. It was the cool thing
to hang out at the market, get
some cider, drink yourself
silly then hitch-hike back
with your newly acquired
David Bowie record.
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Transcript from Commons Sitting :
RAF CANBERRA ACCIDENT, HUNTINGDON
04 May 1977
Sir David Renton (by Private Notice)
asked the Secretary of State for
Defence if he will make a statement on
the Canberra air crash at Huntingdon
yesterday.
The Secretary of State for Defence
(Mr. Frederick Mulley): Shortly after
11 a.m. 457 yesterday, a Canberra
aircraft of No. 39 Squadron was
returning to its base at RAF Wyton,
near Huntingdon, after a routine
training flight. About two miles from
the end of the runway, it crashed by
some houses in the estate of Oxmoor in
the village of Hartford, north-east
of Huntingdon. Three young children
were killed and five people were
injured, of whom two are detained in
hospital. The two RAF members of the
crew were also killed.
It is too early to identify the cause
of the accident. A board of inquiry was
set up yesterday. The weather was good.
The crew members did not use their
ejector seats. I am sure that the House
will wish to join me in expressing
great sympathy to the parents and
relatives of the little children and
of the crew who died and to those who
were injured. All emergency services
reacted very quickly, and I should
like to thank them and the members
of the public at the scene of the
accident for the ready assistance
they rendered.

There was some interaction with the locality but generally very
separate, once you were on the base, you were on the base. You’d have
your own group of friends who were pretty much in the same boat as you:
away at school and meeting for the Officer’s Mess Disco.
My father loved all things American - he would go to America for work
sometimes and come back with Marlborough cigarettes and Wriggley’s
chewing gum - although he never smoked and hated people chewing gum.
He loved the idea of America - the bigness of it, the fastness of it,
the fast food. Occasionally he would take me to Alconbury USAF base just up the A1 - of course the A1 was littered with Military Based. We
ourselves were at RAF Cottesmore in 1967, when my brother was born,
which was the Vulcan station.
The thing that hit me, going to Alconbury, was seeing black people.
There were black servicemen, which I hadn’t really encountered before.
There would be a black man on the gate, we would go through, we would
go the PX, the American forces equivalent of the NAAFI but on a much
bigger scale. Selling American cereals I had never heard of before
and Budweiser beer. We used to come back with a boot load of all things
American, it was all very exciting for us.
When I look I think there were weaknesses in the system, for instance
a relative of my father’s came over from Australia came to the UK and
went to do a masters as Cambridge University and lived with us for a
year. Was he security checked? Was he really doing a Masters?
My father was very security conscious and always told us children
that we weren’t to go on one of those marches because we would be
spotted by The System and we would never get a job in the Civil Service
or the Military.
The issue of homosexuality in the forces was interesting at the time.
My father found a couple of people that worked for him were gay men
and he had to take action through the Court Marshall because it
was illegal at the time. He described it as a security risk as it was
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thought these people could be bribed to do certain things or their
homosexuality could be disclosed.
We went for a family holiday, around that time, to Yugoslavia
and we picked up a hitch-hiker - she joined us for tea at our
caravan and we had a barbecue ate sardines in the sun. On return
to Brampton my father was hauled up by security to be asked
what were you doing? You were spotted picking up a member of the
public in Yugoslavia. It did make you think that there was this
network of people watching you.
In 1976 I did a French exchange with a young man in Paris, who
I have remained friendly with to this day. We are still very
friendly and meet two of three times a year. He is now married
to a Russian lady and her father was a Colonel in the Army and
exactly the same age as my father. He - like my father - had spend
his military career as a full time service man and his particular
role during the cold war was managing the whole question of
pressing the red button. That wasn’t exactly my father’s role
in the Air Force but he was very close to people who did that.
When my friend got married my father and he met and they got
on like a house on fire. They seemed to be very similar people,
both in physical stature and outlook on life. They had similar
experiences. Similar sense of humour. It was such an irony that
we were all sat in Paris, having lots of laughs talking about
their lives. The irony that they had spent their whole lives
fighting each other and they got on so well. It put things into
perspective for me.
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MY COLD WAR MEMORIES
of praque
Miroslav (Mirek) Trejtnar
Prague resident
I live in Prague - I moved here
in 1977 to study and I have lived
here since. The situation was
that in 68 the Russian Army
came to suppress the movement
that was trying to change a very
strict Communist regime to more
free and democratic society.
Thanks that the army failed. So
- the Russian army was staying
here and society changed a lot
because people that tried to
change things for the better
had been removed from their positions or emigrated. The regime used
police and secret police to control the population and used propaganda
to change the minds of people.
In Czechoslovakia at the time there were a lot of people in the
Communist Party - about a million - and there was ten million people in
Czechoslovakia. So a lot of people had been a member and a lot of people
had been co-operating with the police. There was a big net of secret
police informers and a big secret police department which focussed
on people’s minds. If there was someone that was speaking out against
Communism they suppressed him or moved him out of the country. It was
very dark and hard. There were groups of dissidents - their phones were
tapped, secret police would follow them. It was quite normal that in
every post office there was a department which controlled mail - that
letters would be opened, read and closed again - this was normal still
in 1989 - it was normal process. There was a shortage of telephone lines
because the communists didn’t care about housing and telephone lines
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which was standard in the west. People were waiting for phone line in
their homes for ten or 15 years - but if there was interest from secret
police they would give you a phone much earlier - being privileged to
get a telephone line meant you were being listened to. Everything was
controlled: your mail, your phone, your speech in a school or at work
was under control because there were informers around. You didn’t
know who the informers were. A person who didn’t control his speech
could be a provocateur. The secret police would look at your email.
In the 80s there hadn’t been much open enemies of the Communist
Regime,. There weren’t many dissident because they had been kicked
out or were in prison. But there were still a lot of secret police and
they still needed to be active, still needed better payment and better
positions. So they controlled long hair, the shape of your trousers.
If you wrote the name of some western music band on your school bag,
like AC/DC or Black Sabbath you would be taken to the police station
to be questioned. They spent most of their time chasing people playing
music round a camp fire or a rock band playing music for 20 people
in a pub in a village and there would be 200 police surrounding them
and taking the to the station. So there was a lot of absurd activity
instead of improving industry or giving people stuff they could
buy in shops, or fixing roads and school system and telephone line
or flats and homes, the system spent so much time and money chasing
people whoo didn’t conform with the system.
Society was fragmented the only source of information was radio
Europe or radio America, giving us a more objective picture of what’s
really happening in our county. Czech media was totally controlled.
Mostly taken from the Russia Soviet Union official press.
If we didn’t want to be listened to - you wouldn’t say important thing
on the phone. I was not some important dissident. I was not doing
things that had been listed by secret police. I did not have bugs in my
house. But it was better to talk outside and onto to people you trust
or know so I was still conscious of what I was saying in public. You
controlled your behaviour automatically.
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In November 1989 there had been a big movement - society decided
enough is enough. The regime was weak because the regimes had
changed in surrounding countries. We had been following it - in
Poland and in Germany. So also people in Czechoslovakia got energy
to try and change the regime. We were following it through the radio.
The communist regime tried to stop the radio waves but it was still
possible to listen. Because of those changes around and changes
in Russia people were more open in trying to change the regime . In
November 17 1989 there was a legal demonstration to commemorate a
demonstration which happened against the Nazi regime in first year
of WW2 - when one student got killed and students got sent to Germany
to work in factories and make guns So in 1989 students got together
to make the parade to commemorate this demonstration. It moved to the
river and the centre of town and was used by police as an example of
suppressing any activity. They beat students and there were a lot of
injuries. But it made people angry and the next days a lot of people
went out on to the streets and there were a lot of fights and the whole
system collapsed in a few weeks. Still people talk about who was the
initiator. It was the start of the change in Czechoslovakia.
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The Velvet Revolution (Czech: sametová revoluce) or Gentle Revolution
(Slovak: nená revolúcia) was a non-violent transition of power in what
was then Czechoslovakia, occurring from 17 November to 29 December 1989.
Popular demonstrations against the one-party government of the Communist
Party of Czechoslovakia included students and older dissidents. The
result was the end of 41 years of one-party rule in Czechoslovakia, and
the subsequent dismantling of the command economy and conversion to a
parliamentary republic.[1]

Notes taken from Wikipedia

On 17 November 1989 (International Students’ Day), riot police suppressed a
student demonstration in Prague.[2] The event marked the 50th anniversary
of a violently suppressed demonstration against the Nazi storming of
Prague University in 1939 where 1,200 students were arrested and 9 killed.
(See Origin of International Students’ Day for more information.) The 1989
event sparked a series of demonstrations from 17 November to late December
and turned into an anti-communist demonstration. On 20 November, the
number of protesters assembled in Prague grew from 200,000 the previous
day to an estimated 500,000. The entire top leadership of the Communist
Party, including General Secretary Milo Jake, resigned on 24 November.
On 27 November, a two-hour general strike involving all citizens of
Czechoslovakia was held.
In response to the collapse of other Warsaw Pact governments and the
increasing street protests, the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia
announced on 28 November that it would relinquish power and end the oneparty state. Two days later, the federal parliament formally deleted the
sections of the Constitution giving the Communist Party a monopoly of
power. Barbed wire and other obstructions were removed from the border
with West Germany and Austria in early December. On 10 December, President
Gustáv Husák appointed the first largely non-communist government in
Czechoslovakia since 1948, and resigned. Alexander Dubček was elected
speaker of the federal parliament on 28 December and Václav Havel the
President of Czechoslovakia on 29 December 1989.
In June 1990, Czechoslovakia held its first democratic elections[3] since
1946. On 1 January 1993, Czechoslovakia split into two countriesthe Czech
Republic and Slovakia.
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Sam
Ramsey YOUTHCLUB
SPYNET Intelligence Gatherer

My Grandfather’s
Cold War Memories
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Sam,
It’s your granddad and I want to tell you a little about my U.S. Air
Force experiences during the Cold War.
I served in the Air Force from 1969-1992, the majority of the time
was during the Cold War. During these years, I was stationed
overseas for many years in England, Germany, Greece and Italy.
Increasingly through the years, our readiness and protection
levels strengthened. In 1970, for personal protection, I was issued
a helmet, canteen, web belt and gas mask. This left many areas of
my skin exposed for toxins to enter. The protection level steadily
increased throughout the years. By 1977 I was issued a helmet,
canteen, web belt, gas mask with rubber hood attached which would
protect my face, head and neck from toxins. Of course the gas mask
would protect the respiratory system. I was also issued a two piece
(jacket and trousers) charcoal lined outer garment which would
neutralize some toxic agents. We also had industrial rubber gloves,
suitable for a chemical environment. The military had a name for
this protective gear. MOPP. Mission Oriented Protective Posture;
pronounced mop) is protective gear used by U.S. military personnel
in a toxic environment, e.g., during a chemical, biological,
radiological, or nuclear (CBRN) strike. There are also certain MOPP
levels that you take certain precautions.
The MOPP levels and actions required are as follow:
MOPP level one
MOPP level one requires the troop to don over garments. This means
a chemical threat is present, so troops must remain alert, as the
hazard could escalate at any time.
MOPP level two
As the threat increases, so do MOPP levels. MOPP level two mandates
that troops quickly put on the both over garments and boot covers.
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MOPP level three
Moving on to MOPP level three. Service members must don over
garments, a gas mask and hood, and boot covers. At this level, the
threat of coming in contact with hazardous vapors is high.
MOPP level four.
Lastly, MOPP level four  which is, by far, the scariest of them all.
This level requires over garments, gas masks and hoods, gloves, and
boot covers to be worn as a chemical or biological threat is present in
the area.
In England, 1970-1974 and 1977-1981, I was stationed at RAF Alconbury,
(Huntingdonshire) Cambridgeshire, England. We had three squadrons of
RF-4C aircraft there, approximately 60 aircraft, which were modified
F-4 fighter aircraft with many cameras installed. The ‘R' designation
of the RF-4C was to symbolize it was a reconnaissance aircraft.
Immediately before a mission, the ground crews would load film into
the cameras, the aircrews would fly the airplanes over the targets,
photograph the targets, return to RAF Alconbury, the ground crews
would immediately download the film and take it to the Intelligence
shops to be analyzed. Due to security reasons and for my lack of the
need to know I don’t know exactly what they had photos of but I can
assure you that it was not of the girls at the beach!
Your guess is probably as good as mine!

RF-4C
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During the 1970s, hardened aircraft shelters (HAS) or protective
aircraft shelters (PAS) were rapidly being constructed at many
bases where fighter aircraft were assigned. A HAS is a reinforced
hangar to house and protect military aircraft from enemy attack.
Cost considerations and building practicalities limit their use to
fighter size aircraft. The widespread adoption of hardened aircraft
shelters can be traced back to lessons learned from Operation
Focus; in the 1967 Arab-Israeli Six-Day War when the Israeli Air
Force destroyed the unprotected Egyptian Air Force, at the time
the largest and most advanced air force in the Arab world, at its
airbases.

Hardened Aircraft Shelter (HAS)
Hardened Aircraft Shelter (HAS)
During my time in Germany, 1981-1983, Ramstein Air Base, near
Kaiserslaughtern, many American military members and their
families would visit West Berlin. There was a free train, the BerlinFrankfurt-Berlin/Bremerhavem duty train, a US Army train that goes
to Berlin on a daily basis to meet the needs of the US garrison located
there that departed Frankfurt for West Berlin every night. Of course,
you needed to go through East Germany to arrive at West Berlin. I was
not allowed to go to West Berlin because the U.S. government thought
the East Germans would capture me at the checkpoint and interrogate
me! I can go now though. I guess the government thinks I forgot
everything that I was once privy
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The Berlin-Frankfurt-Berlin/Bremerhavem Duty Train Route
I was also stationed at RAF Mildenhall, Suffolk, England, from 19831986. There, the SR-71 Blackbird was assigned. It was a super-fast
(Mach 3+) reconnaissance aircraft capable of altitudes of more
than 80,000 feet. We didn’t see much of them, other than during taxi,
takeoff or landing, because after they flew the mission, they taxied
straight into the hangars. Hmmm, I wonder where they went and what
they photographed!!! Again, I didn’t have the need to know, so nobody
would tell me!
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SR-71 Blackbird
Then at RAF Upper Heyford, Oxfordshire, England, 1986-1991.
We had three squadrons of F-111E aircraft and one squadron of
EF-111A aircraft. Approximately 80 aircraft. The F-111E aircraft
were nuclear weapon certified and the EF-111A aircraft were signal
jammers. I don’t think those EF-111A aircraft were jamming the signals
of Radio Caroline, a pirate radio station located on a ship in the
North Sea that we would listen to back in the 70s when we got tired of
Radio One (BBC).

F-111E (from Upper Heyford!).
Note the hardened aircraft
shelter in the background.

EF-111A
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Guy Pilkington and Jan Roberts
Photos from Alconbury show the nuclear bunker
that is still in existence.
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Note 1: Checkpoint Charlie
To visit East Berlin military personnel had to wear their number
one uniform and enter via Checkpoint Charlie. Goods were cheaper in
East Berlin as the exchange rate was 10 East German marks to 1 West
German mark.
From left to right SACW S Carvell, SACW J Roberts, and SACW J Howard.

Note 2: RAF Gatow
Airfield
14th February 1984.
Prince Philip arrives
at RAF Gatow. Four
WRAF’s on ‘door
opening’ duty. I can’t
remember the other
girl’s surnames but
their christian
names are as follows
from left to right.
Heather, (Self) Jan
Roberts, Connie &
Dawn.
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Note 3: Russian War Memorial
Russian war memorial in West Berlin  one of two locations Russian
Soldiers were allowed in West Berlin. The other location was Spandau
prison were the British, French, Americans and Russians took it in
turns to guard the only inmate  Rudolph Hess (died 17th August 1987)

Note 4: Glienicke Bridge (Bridge Of Spies)
During the Cold War, one foot would have been in the East, the other
foot would have been in the West
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Notes 5: Berlin Travel Document (BTD)
These were required to drive from West Berlin through East Germany
to West Germany. You had to go through a British and Russian
military checkpoint at both ends. There were three motorways, a
northern one, a southern one and a central one. Military personnel
were only allowed to use the central one.
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Note 8: British Military Train
Postcard. The British military train crossing the border between
East and West Germany.
British military personnel could travel to and from West Berlin via
East Germany. The doors of the train were secured with chains until
outside of East Germany.

Note 9: British Military Train
Postard. The officer commanding the train, Russian interpreter and
train conducting warrant officer of the British Military Train
prepare to meet the Soviet officer.
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Note 10: 13th August 1961
Checkpoint Charlie
Postcard. This child wants
to cross. The guard has his
orders to let nobody pass.
Nevertheless he opens the
barbed wire. At this moment
his superior sees what is
happening. Because of his
acting contrary to the
command he was immediately
detached.

Note 11: Guy and Jan.The
Airbridge Club
The Airbridge club was a
club for non-commissioned
personnel. It had a couple
of bars and a small shop.
There was a disco every
Wednesday and events like
the summer ball were held
there .
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Note: 6 Brandenburg Gate
Translation: Warning. You are now leaving West Berlin.
Note 7: Berlin
Freedom City
I was posted to
Berlin twice.
The first time
was just for a
few months. I got
this certificate
when I returned
to the UK.
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Postcards
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DAVID BLANFORD
SPYNET Interview: 30.07.10
12.17hrs

I was working at Fox Hill - an MOD navy establishment in Bath. I was
part of the design team for nuclear submarine propulsion systems.
I could not take holidays in communist countries, I was restricted
not to go to places where there might be terrorism I had to be very
careful who I spoke to - it was made clear what those situations would
be - it was quite restrictive.
It was very difficult with the family, I couldn’t talk about work I
was doing - people were curious - you had to be very circumspect about
what you were doing - as I am now - or you made up another job, perhaps.

I miss the responsibilities. As a young person in those days, is was
one of the prime responsibility jobs, which obviously made you a
target for espionage or terrorism.
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Surveillance today - those
involved in surveillance - are
just as careful. The training
and technology has moved on,
therefore there is a completely
different set of observations
and care that one has to take
with SMART media etc . We had
paper and pen, which was easier
to control.
Skills such as observation and
being careful become second
nature.
Having lived through the Cold War, it’s left you with a
responsibility that out there are people that want to get
at various things - technology information and secrets,
be they military or commercial, they are still going to
effect and impact the country and the people responsible
for it. People still need to be aware. Its too much of a joke
sometimes. Things like fake news can glibly be umbrellared
over the sensitive information.
I can remember once when I had a holiday in Italy and there
was a tour in Yugoslavia - I had to think very carefully as
you are entering, effetively, a Russian organisation state,
They will require to see your passport - it will say Civil
Servant - and that makes you a target.
The Cold War, as I knew it, is over. But there is a different
Cold War - invilving possibly more commercial aspects
- with China, India and other countries. There are also
terrorist aspects which could be described as a Cold War but
effectively is an actual opperative war.
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Mick Napier
MI5 Intelligence
SPYNET Interview: 30.07.10
15.03hrs

'It was once called the game of foxes.
It still is the game of foxes.
It’s a great game.’
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I’ve been studying intelligence
in all it’s elements - spying,
espionage - for many years. I
worked with M15. The security
service which looks after the
safety of ths country.
When were you recruited
in to M15?
Around 1980. At Reading Railway
Station.
Who recruited you?
A friend of mine I had been in
the army with.
Who were your contacts?
They could be from all walks of
life. I recruited a young lady
who worked in the sex trade
in Soho, people who worked
in Embassies. Cleaners and
secretaries who would have
access to information and the
waste basket. You could find all
sorts in the waste basket.
What did you love about your job?
Knowing things not many
other people know... it’s very
addictive. The more you have the
more you want.
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I worked a Broadmoor
- the high-security
psychiatric hospital
in Berkshire  I
graduated from there
as a staff nurse in
1964 and joined their
security department.
I then went into the
Intelligence Core of
the Army for seven
years, doing covert
surveillance. I
served in Northern
Ireland. I saw quite
a bit of action. From there I went into Civvie Street and didn’t get
on very well. One day I met a colleague from the Unit on Reading
Station. He said why don’t you join us? He got me the paper work six months later I got the response. From there I joined MI5 the
security service. Initially as a counter intelligence officer and
counter terrorism and from there I went in to audio video, CCTV video
recordings. It was very much front of line.
I led an absolutely brilliant team of technicians after the London
Bombings. One of our watchers identified the perpetrator of the
bombings coming up Platform 8 of King’s Cross Station at 7.28 in the
morning. We worked for 10 weeks sifting through all the data: there
are in excess of four thousand cameras on the London major railway
stations.
It’s not a bit like on television. We did not carry fire arms or
even have fire arms in the building. Most of it is observation and
computer work.
The riskiest time during The Cold War was in 1983 with Regan’s evil
empire, Thatcher chipping in along the same lines and the SDI Strategic Defence Initiative Star Wars. That really spooked the
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geriatric  possibly even dead  elite in Russia They instructed all
KGB stations across the world - called Operation RYaN [an acronym
for Raketno-Yadernoe Napadenie (Russian: Ракетно-ядерное нападение):
‘Nuclear Missile Attack’] - to monitor the effects and warnings of a
first nuclear strike from the West. They really did believe we were
going to strike first. At the same time here was an all singing and
all dancing military exercise in West Germany called Able Archer.
It was going to be a full dress rehearsal for an invasion from the
East. But they were reading it as an invasion from the West for real.
Fortunately we had a spy. His name was Gordievsky. He was the head
of the KGB station in London and he had been spying with us for a few
years. He was called back to Moscow and questioned but he managed to
escape and evade and be brought back to the West.
He told us in no uncertain terms that is we didn’t stop the rhetoric
that there would be a war.
That was the closest we every came. Gordievsky turned the world
around in 1983.
We were a bit shocked when the wall came down - after living
amicably with the Cold War for so many years we suddenly realised it
was over and nothing had happened. We had to redefine ourselves, and
we did.
I finished working at M15 in 2011. The way this country has turned
out is a bitter disappointment to my contemporaries and myself, and
to out fathers and grandfathers really. I don’t think they would be
very happy with this country at the moment.
Keep an open mind , to not judge people on the first occasion. Get
evidence. Trust no one. Don’t trust yourself.

45

My Cold War Memories
By Keith Jordan
My dad, George Jordan,
is on the right, Bill
Richardson, his
colleague and family
friend, on left.
They worked for the
Huntingdonshire
County school meals
service, so were
kitted out to take
do mass catering,
in case of a nuclear war... although
they probably would have had no special protective
clothes etc.! Here they are in their special Civil
Defence black uniform, with folded black beret on the
shoulder at the Hunts County Show in Huntingdon (held
on Hinchingbrooke Park, near to where the hospital and
police HQ is now) around the 1950s doing a demonstration.
My brother said he gave some documents, etc to the
Huntingdon Town archives, but still have his uniform
badges somewhere.
I remember him in uniform, probably getting ready for
training exercises.
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Being born in 1955, I grew up in the shadow of the Cold War, while it
was at its height. Living at 4 Cemetery Road, St Ives, (now Broadleas),
my parents main concern would have been bringing up a young family
and probably not, was the bomb going to fall on us, or was it?
My mother Jean, was a member of the Civil Defence and I can recall
her going out of the house, in the early 1960s, in a hideous black
uniform, consisting of a beret, battle blouse and knee length skirt,
none of which seemed to fit properly. Being a curious child I always
asked what she did. It seemed to fall into two areas, building a brick
oven in order to feed large numbers of people and how to set up a
first aid station. This went on for a couple of years, until she had a
major operation and had to give it up.
The Cuban missile crisis is also fixed in my mind. Although at the
time I was only 7 years old, I used to like to read the cartoons in the
daily paper.
As a
result
a
number of
headlines from the
time stick in my mind,
coupled with the very noisy activities of
the RAF. Valiant bombers were based at RAF Wyton at this time. They
were obviously on standby to go at a moment’s notice, so would test
their engines, even in the middle of the night. The whole house used
to shake. Many people complained about the noise, probably without
knowing the reason the engines were being tested. One night in
particular one of the Valiants on an exercise flew so low over St
Ives, it felt as if it was landing in our front room. There were a
great many complaints about this incident, including a number of
wild stories about it almost hitting the town. Eventually the RAF
installed a number of sound deadening devises, so the noise of engine
testing was much reduced.
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Over the 1960s, 70s 80s and 90s, the skies around the county were
always full of military aircraft. After a while you did not take much
notice of the racket they made. This was brought home to me when a
friend from college visited and asked how we put up with the noise. Up
until then I had not really thought about it.
It was not until 1978 that the Cold War came back into my life in
a big way. I joined the Cambridgeshire Constabulary and almost
immediately, as part of my training, found out what I was expected to
do if war with the Warsaw Pact went nuclear. This training continued
every 4 years, until the Berlin Wall came down in 1989.
In essence, it was expected there would be up to a fortnight’s
international tension. During this period we would be armed,
although it was not made clear what with. We would be issued with
roentgen meters and geiger counters. The bomb shelters at Force HQ,
Hinchinbrooke and March Police Station would be manned. As well
as the Observer Corp stations around the county. Once the bomb had
gone off, we were supposed to report to the nearest police station and
given our duties.
All police stations were issued with hand cranked sirens to warn of
an impending attack. We also had the Handel early warning system,
which we had to monitor. Handel was the code name for the UK’s
National Attack Warning System in the Cold War. It consisted of a
small console consisting of two microphones, lights and gauges. The
reason behind this was to provide a back-up if anything failed.
If an enemy air strike was detected,
a key on the left hand side of the
console would be turned and two
lights would come on. Then the
operator would press & hold down
a red button and give the message:

Attack
Warning Red!

48

The message would be sent to the police by the telephone carrier
wave frequencies used for the speaking clock, we would in turn
activate the air attack sirens. The rationale was to kill two birds
with one stone, as it reduced running costs (it would most likely be
used only once in its working life, though it was regularly tested)
and the telephone lines were under constant test by sharing with a
public service. That means a fault could be detected in time to give a
warning.
News was expected to be broadcast by the BBC. In the late 90s, early
2000s I joined the advisory council for the BBC. In conversation with
one of the BBC station managers I learned that during the Cold War,
the BBC issued large amounts of cash, to be kept in safes. This cash
would be given to broadcasters, to keep them on the air!
In 1986 I was assigned
to RAF Molesworth
for a 6 month period.
Large amounts of
American cash was
spent turning it
into a cruise missile base. It was a very interesting
period. There were large numbers of protesters turning up at the
base, as well as a peace camp. Ultimately the Warsaw Pact could not
keep up with the amount of money the Americans were spending and
everything seem to come to an end in 1989. After that there was no
more nuclear war training.

49

Memories of Molesworth
Dave Fox
I took part in actions of the Cambridge-based Molesworth Action
Group. We broke into 'RAF' Molesworth (really USAF Molesworth by
then) and its support bases (Alconbury, Lakenheath, Mildenhall).
This was before the nuclear cruise missiles actually arrived - they
beefed up security in the run-up and our last attempt to get in to the
Molesworth airbase failed.
Here are newspaper cuttings, complete with the criminal trespass
Byelaw - remember Heseltine in his flak jacket! I was convicted
under this byelaw (Huntingdon magistrates, £20 fine IIRC) along
with others for the break-in when we climbed a water tower on the
Molesworth base and evaded detection for several hours. Later
that law was rescinded and some protesters got their convictions
overturned (I didn’t bother).
Memories are flooding back. It was intense. The loud clang and
reverberations on a still cold night as the boltcropper team cut
the tensioned wire fence was terrifying. How on earth did the guards
not hear it? Possibly because they were distracted by other groups
trying to get in elsewhere around the perimeter.
The scale and urgency of the threat justified radical action of.
Extinction Rebellion.
Paul Robinson
I trained in Non Violent Direct Action with CND in Banbury whilst
suffering from a hangover . It was held in a Quaker house and I had
a desperate need for tea. I discovered milk in rosehip tea isn’t very
nice . We also did team building exercises , all in readiness for
protesting at Molesworth. Unfortunately the day we were going found
me waking up far from where I should have been and I missed my lift
. Not very glorious I know but thought I would use this opportunity
to unburden my guilt. I seem to recall the group I trained with did a
great job of stopping building lorries getting in
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Artifacts and newspaper clippings courtesy of Dave Fox
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James Blake
I was at a mass blockade in the snow - thousands
of people stopped construction work for a day .
Two memories of the blockade; arriving in the
early morning to hear someone announcing 'free
vegan soup!'. Two (or maybe just one?) guitarists
entertaining the crowd - one or both of them had
portable amplifiers on their backs. They had a
song theyd composed about the blockade, and also
sang Dylans 'From a Buck 6'.
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Glenn Lyons
There was a protest at barrow in Furness (nuclear sub base) and a
small protest/invasion at Molesworth then a mass protest in Feb
1985 in the snow. There were some Shinto priests banging away on
drums wearing just light clothes. There were a number of camps at
molesworth too - there was a need for at least one women only camp due
to shit men.
Shaun Waterman, one of the arrestees mentioned, went on to represent
people at Broadwater Farm after the riots. He’s probably still
practising law.
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Berlin Wall 1989
Photos by Alan Robson

1989
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November 1989
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November 1989

65

November 1989
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The Border 1990

67

Appendices

68

THE COLD WAR n
an introductio
By Mick Napier

Researcher on Espionage and Counter Espionage
It could be said that the Cold War
started during 1918, in the last
months of WWI, when the western
allies sent an expeditionary
force to Archangel, an ice free
port in northern Russia, to assist
the White Russian Army (Noncommunist) against the Bolsheviks
(Communists); and it didn’t end
until 1991 with the fall of the
Berlin Wall.

Allied intervention in the Russian Civil War consisted of
a series of multi-national military expeditions in 1918.
The stated goals were to help the Czechoslovak Legion to
secure supplies of munitions and armaments in Russian
ports, and to re-establish the Eastern Front. Overthrow
of the New Bolshevik regime was an additional covert
Motivation.
British Intelligence Officer were also active in Russia at
this time

Royal Horse
Artillery moving
through a Russian
Village 1919.
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The Intelligence Wars in the 1920s and 1930s
Britain and the west countries each had its own Communist
Party The Communist Party of Great Britain (CPGB).
Each country’s Communist Peach Party owed Allegiance
not to the country it was in but to the communist party
in Russia run by an organisation known as the Communist
International (known as the Comintern)
At the end of the Second World War the Russian Army
(Known as the Red Army) occupied the whole of Eastern
Europe.
And it soon became apparent that they could not be
trusted or so it seemed.
Two speeches one by Winston Churchill the other by the
Russian Leader Joseph Stalin
The world divided into two camps...

The ‘formal’ start to the Cold War could be said followed two speeches.
One delivered by Stalin on February the 9th 1946, in which he stated,
communism and capitalism were incompatible; the other by Winston
Churchill on March 5th 1946 at Fulton, Missouri in the USA when he
made the famous statement, From Stettin in the Baltic to Trieste in
the Adriatic, an iron curtain has descended across the continent.
It must be said at this point that a clash of ideologies between the
capitalist west and the communist east was likely as the two were
incompatible in every aspect of their respective philosophy
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The berlin wall
l One of the main drivers for the erection of the Berlin Wall was the

flow of refugees from the German Democratic Republic (GDR) turning
from a stream of GDR workers to a flood, inflicting a major risk of
damage to the GDR economy.
l On August 13, 1961: The Berlin border between East and West Berlin

was closed. 'Shock workers' from East Germany and Russia seal off
the border with barriers of barbed wire and light fencing that
eventually became a complex series of walls, fortified fences, gun
positions and watchtowers heavily guarded and patrolled.
l In the end the Berlin Wall stretched 96 miles (155 km) with the

average height of the concrete wall being 11.8 ft. (3.60 m). Over the
course of the Wall's existence, 133 people were, according to official
sources, confirmed killed trying to cross into West Berlin, while a
victims' group puts the number at over 200 dead. There were also some
5,000 successful escapes into West Berlin.

On August 14, 1961: the Brandenbu

rg Gate is closed.

On 26th August 1961, all crossing
points are closed for West
Berlin citizens.
The fall of the Wall has come to
symbolise the end of the Soviet
Empire in the west when, on 9th No
vember 1989, the people of
East and West Berlin start pulli
ng it down.
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POLITICS IN THE COLD WAR
Throughout the Cold Was both sides met at all levels both
politically and to some degree militarily. Nevertheless, The Big
Three - Churchill/Attlee (UK), Roosevelt/Truman (USA) and Stalin
(USSR) - held two conferences at the end of the Second World War, the
first at Yalta in the Crimea and the, second in Potsdam, Germany
with only Joseph Stalin attending both summits.
The Allied leaders came to Yalta knowing that an Allied victory
in Europe was practically inevitable but less convinced that the
Pacific war was nearing an end. Recognizing that a victory over
Japan might require a protracted fight, the United States and Great
Britain saw a major strategic advantage to Soviet participation in
the Pacific theatre.
At Yalta, Roosevelt and Churchill discussed with Stalin the
conditions under which the Soviet Union would enter the war
against Japan and all three agreed that, in exchange for
potentially crucial Soviet participation in the Pacific theatre,
the Soviets would be granted a sphere of influence in Manchuria
following Japan’s surrender.
This included the southern portion of Sakhalin, a lease at Port
Arthur (now Lüshunkou), a share in the operation of the Manchurian
railroads, and the Kurile Islands. This agreement was the major
concrete accomplishment of the Yalta Conference.
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The Allied leaders also discussed the future of Germany, Eastern
Europe and the United Nations. Roosevelt, Churchill, and Stalin
agreed not only to include France in the post war governing of
Germany, but also that Germany should assume some, but not all,
responsibility for reparations following the war.
The Americans and the British generally agreed that future
governments of the Eastern European nations bordering the Soviet
Union should be 'friendly' to the Soviet regime while the Soviets
pledged to allow free elections in all territories liberated from
Nazi Germany.
Negotiators also released a declaration on Poland, providing for
the inclusion of Communists in the post war national government. In
discussions regarding the future of the United Nations, all parties
agreed to an American plan concerning voting procedures in the
Security Council, which had been expanded to five permanent
members following the inclusion of France. Each of these permanent
members was to hold a veto on decisions before the Security Council.
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l Britain and France went to war against Nazi Germany in WWII

to free Poland from the German invasion, but this did not happen,
and it was not until the end of the Cold War in 1991 with the fall of
the Berlin Wall that finally permitted Poland to become a free and
democratic country.
l However, most historians date the start of this war to 1944 as this

was when the western allies realised that Russia wouldn’t, after the
defeat of Nazi Germany, withdraw back to its pre-1939 borders and
would become a major threat to Western Europe.
l The Cold War should without doubt, have been called a World War,

with confrontation between the Communist Block and the Free World
taking place on every ocean, landmass, in the air as well as in space.

When did it end?
The common belief is that it ended
the day the Berlin Wall Fell
in November 1989. It actually en
d on 25 December 1991 when the
Hammer and Sickle flag was lowere
d for the last at the Kremlin.
When the Soviet Union’s oil and ga
s revenue dropped
dramatically, the USSR began to
lose its hold on Eastern
Europe. Meanwhile, Gorbachev’s
reforms were slow to bear fruit
and did more to hasten the collap
se of the Soviet Union than
to help it. ... On December 25, Gor
bachev resigned as leader of
the USSR.
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There are two types of espionage:
l Espionage is the gathering of secret material of use to your

country from another. Said to be the second oldest profession in the
world the first being prostitution
l Counter-espionage which is the detection of enemy Intelligence

Officer or their agents (Spies)
l An Intelligence Officer, one who works for a national

intelligence agency or service.
l An Agent (Spy) one who collects and passes secret or sensitive

information to an Officer of another country’s intelligence service
against the interests of his own or adopted country.
l Humint = Intelligence obtained from a human source.
l Elint = Intelligence obtained from an electronic source, radio,

telephone, microwave, video, photographic or telemetry data.
l Clandestine Service (Also known as Active Measures) = none

attribute military action, kidnapping, assassination and regime
change
l Defectors are Intelligence Officers that change sides there are

two types a defector in place (one who stays and spies on his/her
original organisation) and a walk in.

75

ital of

the spy cap
Two places of interest in Berlin
Europe were:

ly crossing point between

l Checkpoint Charlie the on

West and East Berlin.
idge otherwise known as The
l The Berlin’s Gilenicke Br
ere East and West carried
Bridge of Spies the location wh
out captured spy exchanges.

WHO'S WHO
MI5: The Security Service:
MI6: The Secret Intelligence Service
GCHQ: the Government Communication Headquarters
C.I.A: Central Intelligence Agency
FBI: Federal Bureau of Investigation
N.S.A: National Security Agency
KGB: (Soviet Service) replaced by FSB and SVR
GRU: (Soviet and Russian Federation Military
Intelligence)
The British Commanders’-in-Chief Mission (BRIXMIS)
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ABLE ARCHER at 35: Lessons of the 1983 War Scare
Extract from: A Nation Must Think Before it Acts
by Robert E. Hamilton
Colonel (Retired) Robert E. Hamilton, Ph.D., is an Associate Professor of
Eurasian Studies at the U.S. Army War College and a Black Sea Fellow at
the Foreign Policy Research Institute.
The deterioration in relations accelerated in November 1983, when the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) conducted Exercise ABLE
ARCHER. The exercise scenario culminated with a NATO nuclear strike
in response to a Soviet invasion of Western Europe. Aside from the fact
that the exercise simulated the attack the Soviet Union already believed
the U.S planned, three things made the period around ABLE ARCHER
exceptionally dangerous. First, the Soviet intelligence community was
still traumatized by its failure to anticipate the German attack in June
1941 and was determined not to be taken by surprise again. Second, as
Soviet Minister of Defense Dmitry Ustinov noted in an announcement in
Pravda, NATO’s military exercises were becoming increasingly difficult
to distinguish from a real deployment of armed forces for aggression.
Finally, unaware that the Soviet Union actually believed a U.S. attack
was impending, the American government inadvertently took steps in the
months prior to ABLE ARCHER that directly fed Soviet fears.
Archival documents show a Soviet response to ABLE ARCHER that was
unparalleled in scale. Fearing that the long-anticipated attack was
now imminent, the Soviet government transported nuclear weapons to
delivery units, suspended all flight operations other than intelligence
flights, and directed round-the-clock military preparedness during
ABLE ARCHER. Soviet aircraft in Poland and East Germany went on strip
alert, armed, fueled, and ready to take off with minimal notice. After
ordering these steps, Chief of the Soviet General Staff Nikolai Ogarkov
retired to a subterranean command bunker. In the end, ABLE ARCHER
passed without incident. Although the Soviet Union continued Operation
RYaN until 1991, Soviet fears eased after the fall of 1983, and the Cold
War entered its final, less volatile stage.
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THE DEAD DROP TECHNIQUE
with Ramsey Youth Club

A dead drop or dead
letter box is a method of
espionage tradecraft used
to pass items between two
individuals using a secret
location and thus does
not require them to meet
directly. Using a dead drop
permits a case officer and
agent to exchange objects
and information while
maintaining operational
security. The method
stands in contrast to
the ‘live drop’, so-called
because two persons meet
to exchange items or
information.
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PROTECT AND SURVIVE
The Protect and Survive pamphlet
was produced by Margaret Thatcher’s
government at the height of the cold
war in 1980, as Britain braced itself
for any possible attack.It is intended
to inform British citizens on how to
protect themselves during a nuclear
attack, and consists of a mixture
of pamphlets, radio broadcasts, and
public information films.

The series had originally been
intended for distribution only
in the event of dire national
emergency, but provoked such
intense public interest that the
pamphlets were authorised for
general release.
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Families would
remain in the room
for some 14 days after
the attack, so the
brochure provides
a list of essential
items to stockpile.
Individuals will
need some threeand-half gallons
(16 litres) of water
each and are told to
remove toilet chains
or tape up handles
so clean water could
be stored in the
cistern.
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Ramsey Youth Club designed leaflets comparing the 80’s
information with how to survive today.

And should
someone die, the
leaflet advises
placing the
body in another
room and cover
it as securely
as possible,
and attach an
identification.
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